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Introduction



1. Consumer versus business bankruptcy in Poland





Diagram 1. The history of changes in regulations regarding consumer bankruptcy in Poland

Bankruptcy Law of 1934 

The Law on Bankruptcy and 
Reorganization Proceedings of 2003

Amendment of the B&R Law of 2008 

Amendment of the B&R Law of 2014

The Restructuring Law – 

Amendment of the B&R Law of 2015 

The Bankruptcy Law (BL) 







2. Main stages of consumer bankruptcy proceedings

The bankruptcy Law. The Restructuring Law, Bilingual edi-
tion

 
 







3.  New consumer bankruptcy in Poland 
– major manifestations of liberalization









4.  Main manifestations of planned liberalization 
of the BL that relate to natural persons 
– both entrepreneurs and consumers





5.  Changes in the number of bankruptcies 
as a result of liberalizing the bankruptcy law



Graph 1. Number of consumer bankruptcies and company bankruptcies in Poland in 2009–2017 
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Graph 2. The number of iled petitions for consumer bankruptcies and company bankruptcies 
in Poland in 2009–2017 
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Graph 3. The ratio of the number of iled petitions for consumer and company bankruptcy 
to the number of declared bankruptcies in 2009–2017 in Poland
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Graph 4. Share of provinces in the total number of consumer bankruptcies in Poland 
in 2009–2017
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Graph 5. The total value of overdue liabilities (in PLN billions) in provinces in Poland in 2017
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6.  Empirical evidence on Polish sole traders’ capacity 
for bankruptcy



Table 1. Legal status of respondents

Legal status Number of cases Percentage



Table 2. The answers to the question: “Do you know that you as entrepreneur 
were obliged to ile a petition for company bankruptcy?”

Answer Number of cases Percentage



Table 3. Content and quality of legal advice

Details concerning legal advice Number of cases %

7. Discussion
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